
 
 

 

 

A school for research on Parkinson’s disease 

 

 

 

Around twenty speakers and over one hundred participants for frontier research 

on one of the most important neurodegenerative diseases 

 

The Summer School on Dopaminergic Neurons, held at SISSA some days ago, has ended 

successfully. Several speeches were held on cutting-edge research on Parkinson’s disease, one of 

the most common neurological disorders in our society.  

 

 

The Summer School on Dopaminergic Neurons held some days ago at SISSA in Trieste was 

successful. The focus of the school was cutting-edge research on Parkinson’s disease. “The school 

has ended successfully and we are happy with the high number of participants on both days" 

stated Prof. Stefano Gustincich, the scientific coordinator of the school. 

 

“Parkinson’s disease is the second most common neurodegenerative disease in modern society.  

Its cause has been detected in degeneration of dopaminergic neurons in a brain area called 



 
 

 

 

midbrain, where dopamine is produced. Dopamine is a neurotransmitter essential to control 

movements” explained Gustincich. 

 

For this reason, the development of regeneration techniques of dopaminergic neurons plays a 

crucial role. Some of those techniques were developed by Vania Broccoli, a researcher at San 

Raffaele Hospital in Milan and one of the speakers at the school: “We have implemented a new 

technology allowing us to start from peripheral cells in the patients themselves, instead of stem 

cells. In this way neurons releasing dopamine can be obtained”. This work, done in collaboration 

with Prof. Gustincich, was published last year in the prestigious journal Nature. 

 

Disorders such as Parkinson’s disease are so complex that limiting research to brain and to target-

oriented drugs would be “naive”, explained Moussa B.H. Youdim, a researcher at Technion – Israel 

Institute of Technology: “Parkinson’s disease is no longer considered a merely neurological 

disorder, but a neuropsychiatric disease. Patients show several symptoms: e.g. they lose the 

sense of smell, they are very prone to depression and, once the disease has started, they show 

signs of dementia is 85% of cases. For these reasons, research is now focusing on development of 

multitarget drugs, which are not limited to dopaminergic neurons but they have an overall 

approach to the disease”. 

 

Video interviews to Vania Broccoli and Moussa Youdim are available on SISSA youtube channel:  

http://www.youtube.com/sissaschool 

 

 

"At the summer school the latest results of Dopaminet project were illustrated. Dopaminet is a 

European project started in 2009 on characterisation of dopaminergic cells, those neurons 

showing degeneration visible in patients”, explained Gustinchich. 

 

"The concluding event of the school was a round table in which an international and 

multidisciplinary panel representing research, clinical practice, policy makers and industry also 

participated" added Gustincich. "Discussion was focused on the issue of bringing together 

research and clinical practice, by optimising the economic resources available to researchers, by 

creating collaboration networks and by sharing research infrastructures. The Dopaminet project 

and our collaboration with CBM and the hospitals in Trieste are therefore a good example of 

success. In particular, I would like to thank Dr. Bravar, CEO of TBS, and Prof Pizzolato of the 

neurology department at the Cattinara hospital, University of Trieste, for their speeches", 

concluded Gustincich.  

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/sissaschool


 
 

 

 

 

USEFUL LINKS: 

• Dopaminet official website 
• SISSA YouTube channel 
 

 
Contact details:  

CBM International relation and grant office:  
francesca.petrera@cbm.fvg.it 
040 3757706/3479901885 
For further information, please visit: www.cbm.fvg.it 

 
SISSA Communication office:  
pressroom@sissa.it 
040 3787557 
via Bonomea, 265 
34136 Trieste 
For further information, please visit: www.sissa.it 
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