
REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO STUDENTS 

PROCEDURES AND CRITERIA FOR THE ADMISSION OF STUDENTS 

SISSA, the first doctoral school in Italy, has developed through time procedures aimed at recruiting 
excellent students at the international level, based on the experience of the best international 
academic institutions. 
 
The Didactic Regulation of Ph.D courses in art. 8 defines the following admission procedures: 
“Standard” admission: admission to the Courses is through public selection, which must be 
concluded by the deadline envisaged by the laws in force. The entrance exam aims to ascertain a 
student’s suitability for scientific research, as well as knowledge of the English language, and 
consists in the evaluation of his/her titles, a written test and an oral test. In order to be admitted to 
the oral test, candidates must successfully pass the evaluation of their academic and scientific 
qualifications and the written test. When required by the announcement, candidates living abroad 
can take the oral test by means of a videoconference.  
Upon a motivated request by the Teaching Board of a Course, the Academic Senate may authorise 
the admission examination to be held with different methods. Candidates with exceptional 
qualifications coming from countries not belonging to the European Union may be admitted to the 
Ph.D. Courses by academic records only. Within the framework of specific agreements, different 
admission procedures may be envisaged. Students admitted on the basis of these procedures must 
in any case take a qualification examination at the end of the first year. Part of the places available 
may be reserved to: graduates in foreign Universities; students receiving fellowships from foreign 
States; students from specific mobility or international research programmes. In such cases, 
different admission methods and times and a separate ranking can be envisaged 
“Direct” admission: the following may be admitted to the Courses directly, within the limit of the 
places available determined by the relevant bodies: students identified by means of the selection 
procedures envisaged by international agreements or research programmes which SISSA takes part 
in as Coordinator or partner, and lasting not less than the minimum duration according to Italian 
law for doctorate course; students attending doctorate Courses at foreign Universities or research 
institutes which have struck agreements with SISSA for issuing the title of research doctor in a “joint” 
regime. 
“Special” selections: in case of doctorates established, or fellowships financed on the basis of 
research programmes, international cooperation between universities, industrial agreements, etc., 
the Commission and admission methods, assessment methods, admission times, as well as the 
specific organisation methods are defined in compliance with the provisions of the agreements in 
question. If they are not envisaged, ordinary procedures remain in force. 
 
To further increase the international level of the School's PhD courses, since academic year 2011/12 
the International Centre for Theoretical Physics "Abdus Salam" (ICTP) of Trieste finances up to seven 
scholarships per year within the Joint International SISSA/ICTP PhD program in Mathematics and 
Physics (https://www.ictp.it/programmes/ictp-sissa-phd-description.aspx). 

https://www.ictp.it/programmes/ictp-sissa-phd-description.aspx


Non-EU candidates from emerging or developing countries and enrolled in the ICTP postgraduate 
diploma program (https://diploma.ictp.it/) are selected by a joint SISSA/ICTP commission through 
the evaluation of their CV and an interview. 
 
Finally, among the actions aimed at pursuing strategic objectives, in 2013 SISSA activated a program 
of research training scholarships (for pre-graduate students) and post-graduate scholarships for 
young graduates with a dual objective: 
 

1. research training scholarships (so-called "pre-graduate"): the aim is to attract excellent Master's 
Degree students, offering the possibility to carry out training periods at the School (e.g. to develop 
their thesis project, or part of it) and therefore to encourage them, through direct experience of the 
high-quality academic programs and structures of the School, to sit the PhD entrance exams;  

2. post-graduate scholarships: the aim is to attract excellent foreign graduates, in order to increase 
the effectiveness of the selection for the admission to the doctoral course and the level of 
internationalisation. 

 

In the framework of the 2016-20 Strategic Plan, in the academic year 2017/18 SISSA launched a 
"visiting student program" aimed at opening to doctoral students of other Italian universities the 
access to the wide and structured range of specialistic training courses offered by the School. 
Participants, selected on the basis of academic qualifications, will benefit from the forefront 
international competences available in SISSA, while at the same time SISSA shares its excellence in 
the field of doctoral training with the national university system, allowing for the development of 
interdisciplinary interactions within the university system itself, fundamental in the development of 
cutting-edge research (for example in the fields of artificial intelligence or high performance 
computing). 

Documents and explanatory texts uploaded in the SUA_Scuole database are available on the Quality 
page of SISSA website, in the section relative to accreditation: https://www.sissa.it/cevs 

 

https://diploma.ictp.it/
https://www.sissa.it/cevs

