
 
 

 

 

Who is a science journalist? 

 

 
 

An article by the co-director of SISSA Masters’ in Communication published in the journal “Il 

Mulino”  

 

SISSA is once again a reference point in the Italian scenery of science communication and 

journalism: an article entitled “Il racconto pubblico della scienza” (the public dissemination of 

science) by Nico Pitrelli, co-director of SISSA Master’s in Science Communication and of SISSA 

Master’s in Digital Science Journalism, has been published in the journal “Il Mulino”. 

 

 

Due to its twenty-year experience in a Master’s in Science Communication (MCS) and to its brand 

new Master’s in Digital Science Journalism (MGSD), to the research conducted by the group 

Innovations in Communication of science (ICS) and to Jcom, a peer-review journal on studies on 

science communication, the International School for Advanced Studies (SISSA) has marked an 

important tradition in Italy and is one of the major reference points in science communication. 

This has also been confirmed by the article by Nico Pitrelli (co-director of the two SISSA Masters’ 



 
 

 

 

in communication) entitled “Il racconto pubblico della scienza” (the public dissemination of 

science), recently published in the journal “Il Mulino”.  

 

“Il Mulino” is a journal on “culture and politics” with a long tradition, founded in 1951, from which 

a publishing company with the same name originated. In his article, Pitrelli has given an outline of 

the history of the work of the scientific journalist, established as a profession only in the 1930s in 

the United States. Since then, journalism has undergone a shift (never quite completed) from 

“paternalistic” science journalism, whose aim was essentially to translate words and scientists’ 

ideas into a language easily understood by the broad public, to a more active model where 

science takes back its social role and the broad public is increasingly involved, careful and 

demanding. Pitrelli concluded his article by introducing the new sceneries created by the use of 

the Internet, and the uncertainty of future promises. 

 

 

After graduating in physics and obtaining a PhD in Science and Society, Nico Pitrelli has been 

committed in science communication for many years. He has worked on the historic SISSA MCS 

and ICS, and then has taken part in the creation of the new MGSD. He is also the author of some 

popular books on science journalism and communication. 

 

 

LINK TO THE JOURNAL “IL MULINO”: 

 4/12 edition of the journal “Il Mulino” 

 

Contact details:  

Comunication Office:  
pressroom@sissa.it 
040 3787644 | 3405473118 
via Bonomea, 265 
34136 Trieste 
 
For further information on SISSA: www.sissa.it 
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